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WELCOME TO NEBRASKA SWIMMING & DIVING

Nebraska’s 11-member sophomore class led by 2018 NCAA 
qualifier Autumn Haebig (back), along with (kneeling, from 
left) Gabby Baratta, Jessica Pentlarge (second row, from left) 
Allison Kopas, Izzie Murray, Grace Tiernon, Rachel Powers 
(third row, from left) Clara Walstad, Madison Coughlen, 
Sutton Marvin and Mira Rhodes, hope to help the Huskers 
to new heights at the Big Ten and NCAA level in 2018-19.

Credits: The 2018-19 University of Nebraska Swimming 
and Diving Guide was designed, written and edited 
by Senior Associate Director of Communications/
Operations Jeff Griesch with assistance from student 
assistants Kyiia Rollag and Blake Otte. The guide was 
produced entirely on Adobe InDesign and printed 
at the University of Nebraska Copy Services. Cover 
photos by Scott Bruhn and design by Laura Leffler. 

Photo Credits: Scott Bruhn, Stephanie Carpenter and 
Nate Olsen of the Nebraska Communications Office. 
Additional photos provided by Al Bello, Peter Bick, 
Matt Bruggeman, Paul Zoeller, Glen Johnson, Jackie 
Larson, Matt Miller, Joe Mixan, Doris Schultz, Lynn 
Sladky, Tom Slocum, Tom Tidball, Richard Voges and 
Richard Wright.

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln does not 
discriminate based on race, ethnicity, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, disability, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, genetic information, 
veteran status, marital status and/or political 
affiliation in its programs, activities or employment. 
For non-discrimination inquiries, contact the Director 
of IEC/Title IX Coordinator or the Section 504/ADA 
Coordinator at 128 Canfield Administration Building, 
Lincoln, NE 68588, (402) 472-3417 or the Office of 
Civil Rights.
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President: Hank Bounds, Ph.D......................................................................................... 472-2111
Chancellor: Ronnie Green................................................................................................ 472-2116
Faculty Athletics Representative: Josephine Potuto, J.D................................................. 472-1252

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATION...........................................................................(402) 472-3011
Athletic Director: Bill Moos...............................................................................................472-3011
Deputy A.D./Chief of Staff: Bob Burton............................................................................472-3011
Deputy A.D./CFO: John Jentz..........................................................................................472-2273
Deputy A.D./Senior Woman Administrator: Pat Logsdon.................................................472-3011
Executive Associate A.D./External Operations: Marc Boehm...........................................472-3011
Executive Associate A.D./Academics: Dennis Leblanc.....................................................472-2042
Executive Associate A.D./Compliance: Jamie Vaughn.....................................................472-2042

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING/HUSKER POWER............................... (402) 472-3333
Assistant A.D./Strength & Conditioning........................................................................ Boyd Epley
Director of Strength & Conditioning Performance Research........................................Mike Arthur
Head Football Strength & Conditioning Coach.............................................................Zach Duval
Swimming & Diving Strength Coach.........................................................................Rusty Ruffcorn
Strength Coaches............. Jasen Carlson, Dan Millington, Andrew Strop, Tim Wilson, Stuart Hart
................... Lauren Harris, Eric Johnson, Brian Kmitta, Lucas Novotny, Jon Pfeifer, Dan Ridenour

ATHLETIC MEDICINE......................................................................................... (402) 472-2276
Associate A.D./Director of Athletic Medicine......................................................Dr. Lonnie Albers
Head Athletic Trainer/Associate Director of Athletic Medicine....................................Jerry Weber
Head Football Athletic Trainer/Associate Head Trainer............................................... Mark Mayer
Swimming and Diving Athletic Trainer......................................................................Caitlin Nelson
Assistant Athletic Trainers...... Brad Brown, Tom Dufresne, Jolene Emricson, Drew Hamblin, Todd Johnston,
..............Marcia Kennedy, Lisa Lowenstein, R.J. Pietig, Ashley Rudolph, Jeff Rudy, Julie Tuttle, Tyler Weeda
Chief of Staff/Orthopaedic Surgeon.....................................................................Dr. Robert Dugas
Orthopedists................................................................................ Dr. David Clare, Dr. Justin Harris
Director of Performance Nutrition....................................................................................Dave Ellis
Assistant Director of Performance Nutrition................................................................Lisa Kopecky

PERFORMANCE PSYCHOLOGY...................................................................(402) 272-2276
Senior Associate A.D./Performance........................................................................ Todd Stull, MD
Director of Sports Psychology..................................................................................... Brett Haskell
Athletic Psychologist...............................................................................Chad Doerr, Brett Woods

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS & STUDENT SERVICES...............................(402) 472-2042
Associate Directors of Academic Programs...................................Katie Jewell, Kim Schellpepper
Coordinator of Student-Athlete Development (Swimming & Diving)........................... Alvin Banks
Academic Counselors............................ Sheri Hastings, Caleb Hawley, Mike Nieman, Joann Ross
Learning Specialists...............................................Andrea Einspahr, Denise Howell, Pablo Rangel
Administrative Assistant (Academics, Life Skills)...........................................................Leah Huber

LIFE SKILLS & ENRICHMENT.......................................................................... (402) 472-4616
Senior Associate A.D./Life Skills (Swimming & Diving)............................................... Keith Zimmer
Director of Education & Engagement Programs.......................................................Stacey Burling
Diversity & Inclusion Director:....................................................................................DaWon Baker
Assistant Directors of Life Skills...........................................................Sammi Cowger, Kate Frazier

EVENT MANAGEMENT......................................................................................(402) 472-1000
Associate A.D./Events.................................................................................................... Butch Hug
Director of Athletic Events.......................................................................................Matt Davidson
Director of Athletic Facilities (Devaney Center).......................................................... Randy Gobel
Assistant Directors of Athletic Events.................................................... Derek Bond, Tim Henrichs
Event Management Specialists..................................................................Andy Moser, Kale Terrill
Building and Grounds Supervisor................................................................................ Steve Torske

HUSKERVISION.....................................................................................................(402) 472-4645
Senior Associate A.D./Marketing & Multimedia.......................................................Brandon Meier
Assistant A.D./HuskerVision...........................................................................................Shot Kleen
Executive Director of Video Production......................................................................Kirk Hartman
Broadcasting Engineer............................................................................................... Scott Guthrie
Video Services Coordinator..................................................................................... Keegan Wilson
Video Production Coordinator..........................................................................Amanda Holzwarth
Game Presentation Coordinator..............................................................................Chris Pankonin
Video Production Specialists................................. Andrew Constans, Adam Pieper, Kevin Raguse

COMMUNICATIONS........................................................................................... (402) 472-2263
Assistant A.D./Communications.................................................................................... Keith Mann
Senior Associate Director of Communications/Operations...........................................Jeff Griesch
Senior Associate Director....................................................................................Shamus McKnight 
Associate Director..........................................................................................................Matt Smith
Assistant Directors........................................................... Nate Pohlen, Connor Stange, Erica Nett
Swimming & Diving Communications Contacts.........................................Kyiia Rollag, Blake Otte
Administrative Assistant..............................................................................................Vicki Capazo
Director of Website Services..................................................................................... Jeremy Foote
Athletic Department Photographer...............................................................................Scott Bruhn

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT DIRECTORY
NEBRASKA INFORMATION
Location: Lincoln, Neb.
Population: 280,364
Enrollment: 25,820
Nickname: Cornhuskers, Huskers
Colors: Scarlet and Cream
Founded: 1869
Conference: Big Ten

QUICK PHONE LIST
Head Coach: Pablo Morales
+ Office Phone: (402) 472-6474
Associate Head Coach: Patrick Rowan
+ Office Phone: (402) 472-0042
Head Diving Coach: Natasha Chikina
+ Office Phone: (402) 472-6475
Swimming & Diving Secretary: Annette Werschke
+ Office Phone: (402) 472-3186
Communications Contacts: Blake Otte, Kyiia Rollag 
+ Office Phone: (402) 472-0694
+ Otte Cell Phone: (303) 915-8439
+ Rollag Cell Phone: (402) 718-7985
Communications Fax: (402) 472-2005
Communications Address:
One Memorial Stadium
Lincoln, NE 68588-0123 

ADMINISTRATION
President: Hank Bounds, Ph.D
Chancellor: Ronnie Green 

BOARD OF REGENTS
Timothy Clare	 Lincoln
Hal Daub	 Omaha
Howard Hawks	 Omaha
Bob Phares	 North Platte
Jim Pillen	 Columbus
Robert Schafer	 Beatrice
Paul Kenney	 Amherst
Bob Whitehouse	 Papillion

STUDENT REGENTS
Hunter Traynor	 Nebraska-Lincoln
Logan Krejdl 	 Nebraska-Kearney
Sarah Hotovy	 Nebraska-Medical Center
Renata Valquier Chavez	 Nebraska-Omaha

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the University of Nebraska 
Athletic Department is to serve our student-
athletes, coaches, staff and fans by:

Displaying INTEGRITY in every decision and action; 

Building and maintaining TRUST with others; 

Giving RESPECT to each person we encounter; 

Pursuing unity of purpose through TEAMWORK; 

Maintaining LOYALTY to student-athletes, 
coworkers, fans and the University of Nebraska.
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HUSKERS.COM
For the most up-to-the-minute coverage of Nebraska swimming and 
diving on the World Wide Web, visit Huskers.com, the official web site of 
the University of Nebraska Athletic Department. In addition to updated 
results, statistics and meet stories, you can find photos, player and coach 
biographies, schedule and roster information and weekly releases on the 
Husker swimming and diving program. 

NEBRASKA COMMUNICATIONS
The 2018-19 Nebraska swimming and diving guide is designed to assist 
the media in their coverage of Husker swimming and diving. Nebraska's 
swimming and diving communications contacts for the 2018-19 season are 
Kyiia Rollag and Blake Otte. Additional information on Husker swimming 
and diving may be obtained by contacting the Communications Office at 
(402) 472-0694 or by e-mailing Kyiia Rollag at krollag@huskers.com or Blake 
Otte at botte@huskers.com. Rollag can also be reached by text message or 
cell phone at (402) 718-7985 and Otte can be reached at (303) 915-8439. 
Please take a moment to review the following policies and services intended 
to assist you in coverage of Nebraska swimming and diving. 

MEDIA FACILITIES 
The  Bob Devaney Sports Center invites the media to view competitions 
from the results table, located on the north side of the Devaney Natatorium, 
with the media relations and meet staff. Photographers are allowed to shoot 
anywhere in the pool area, provided that photographers do not interfere 
with competition. Flash photography is not permitted at the start of the race.

POST-MEET INTERVIEWS
Student-athletes will be available during home dual and invitational meets 
after they have completed their final competitions of the day. Coaches will 
be available following the meet.

COACH & STUDENT-ATHLETE INTERVIEWS
All media requests for interviews with Nebraska coaches, swimmers and 
divers should be directed to Blake Otte (303-915-8439, botte@huskers.
com) or Kyiia Rollag (402-718-7985, krollag@huskers.com) at least one day 
in advance. Swimming and diving student-athletes are usually available for 
in-person interviews before or after workouts, which run daily from 2 to 5 p.m.

CONTACT NEBRASKA COMMUNICATIONS 
The University of Nebraska Communications Office is located on the third 
floor of the Tom and Nancy Osborne Athletic Complex, which is located on 
the north side of Memorial Stadium at: One Memorial Stadium, P.O. Box 
880123, Lincoln, NE, 68588-0123. Phone: (402) 472-0694; Fax (402) 472-
2005. Opponents should submit an e-mail list of media who need to receive 
results to botte@huskers.com or krollag@huskers.com.

MEDIA INFORMATION & SERVICES
Associated Press
909 N. 9th Street, Suite 104
Omaha, NE 68114
Phone: (402) 391-0031
Fax: (402) 391-1412
Web: ap.org

Lincoln Journal Star
926 P Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
Phone: (402) 473-7431
Fax: (402) 473-7291
Web: journalstar.com

Omaha World-Herald
14th & Dodge
Omaha, NE 68102
Phone: (402) 444-1000
Fax: (402) 344-3343
Web: omaha.com

Daily Nebraskan
University of Nebraska
20 Nebraska Union
Lincoln, NE 68588
Phone: (402) 472-1765
Fax: (402) 472-1761
Web: dailynebraskan.com

KOLN-TV (CBS, Chs. 10/11) 
40th & W
Lincoln, NE 68503
Phone: (402) 467-9720
Fax: (402) 467-9208
Web: kolnkgin.com

KLKN-TV (ABC, Ch. 8)
3240 South 10th
Lincoln, NE 68502
Phone: (402) 434-8000
Fax: (402) 436-2236
Web: klkntv.com

KETV (ABC, Ch. 7)
27th & Douglas
Omaha, NE 68131
Phone: (402) 978-8958
Fax: (402) 978-8931
Web: ketv.com

WOWT (NBC, Ch. 6)
3501 Farnam
Omaha, NE 68131
Phone: (402) 233-7940
Fax: (402) 346-6740
Web: wowt.com

KPTM (Fox, Ch. 42)
4625 Farnam
Omaha, NE 68132
Phone: (402) 554-4286
Fax: (402) 554-4292
Web: kptm.com

Nebraska ETV (PBS, Ch. 12)
1800 North 33rd
Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone: (402) 472-3611
Fax: (402) 472-5347
Web: net.unl.edu

KLIN (1400 AM)
4343 O Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
Phone: (402) 475-4567
Fax: (402) 474-8011
Web: klin.com

KFAB (1110 AM)
5010 Underwood
Omaha, NE 68132
Phone: (402) 556-8000
Fax: (402) 556-8937
Web: kfab.com

KLMS (1480 AM)
3800 Cornhusker Hwy.
Lincoln, NE 68504
Phone: (402) 466-1234
Fax: (402) 467-4095
Web: espn1480.com

KFOR (1240 AM)
3800 Cornhusker Hwy.
Lincoln, NE 68504
Phone: (402) 466-1234
Fax: (402) 467-4095
Web: kfor1240.com

KOZN (1620 AM)
5011 Capitol Suite, #300
Omaha, NE 68132
Phone: (402) 951-1620
Fax: (402) 342-7041
Web: 1620thezone.com

KRNU (90.3 FM)
University of Nebraska
201 Andersen Hall
Lincoln, NE 68588
Phone: (402) 472-3054
Fax: (402) 472-8597
Web: krnu.unl.edu

Huskers Illustrated
7755 S. 23rd St
Lincoln, NE 68512
Phone: (402) 474-4355
Fax: (402) 474-5132
Web: huskersillustrated.com

Big Red Report
401 N. Coddington Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68528
Phone: (402) 476-5006
Fax: same as phone
Web: bigredreport.com

Hail Varsity
1201 Calvert St., Suite 22490
Lincoln, NE 68542
Phone: (402) 613-2177
Web: hailvarsity.com

BLAKE OTTE
COMMUNICATIONS CONTACT

KYIIA ROLLAG
COMMUNICATIONS CONTACT
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NE-
BRASKA
The University of Nebraska was chartered 
by the Nebraska Legislature in 1869 as 
the state’s public university and land-
grant institution. Founded in Lincoln, the 
University of Nebraska was expanded 
in 1968 into a state educational system 
now comprising four campuses under the 
guidance of a Board of Regents and a 
central administration. Nebraska, which 
joined the Big Ten Conference in 2011, is a 
member of the Big Ten Academic Alliance, 
a consortium of Big Ten universities 
and the University of Chicago, which 
has generated unique opportunities for 
students and faculty by sharing expertise, 
leveraging resources and collaborating on 
programs.

BIG TEN ACADEMIC ALLI-
ANCE
As a member of the Big Ten, the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) is a member 
of the Big Ten Academic Alliance (BTAA), 
formerly the Committee on Institutional 
Cooperation, which is the academic 
consortium of the universities in the 
Big Ten Conference. The consortium 
was renamed on June 29, 2016. The 
BTAA includes all 14 Big Ten Institutions 
and the University of Chicago. The 
Big Ten Academic Alliances and the 
institutions together have annual research 
expenditures topping $10.2 billion — more 
than the Ivy League and the University of 
California System combined — and they 
educate a total of nearly 600,000 students 
with approximately 50,000 full-time faculty 
members.

NATIONAL RANKINGS
• No. 1 Best-Value Law School 
	 (National Jurist Magazine)
• No. 1 Best-Value Online MBA in the 

World (Financial Times)
• No. 4 Best Online Graduate Education 

Programs (U.S. News & World Report)
• No. 4 Best Online Graduate Education 

Programs for Veterans 
	 (U.S. News & World Report)
• No. 9 Rising Star in Research Among 

U.S. Institutions (Springer Nature)
• No. 13 Best Online MBA Programs for 

Veterans (U.S. News & World Report)
• No. 21 Best Online MBA Programs 	  

(U.S. News & World Report)
• No. 24 in ‘Best For Vets’ Colleges 

(Military Times)
• Rated Among Top Half of First Tier of 

Top National Universities 
(U.S. News & World Report)

• Rated Among Top 100 Best Values in 
Public Colleges 	  
(Kiplinger’s Personal Finance)
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OMAHA SETS MORE RECORDS AT U.S. TRIALS

The CenturyLink Center in Omaha played host to the U.S. Olympic Trials for the third consecutive time in 2016. Six Husker swimmers competed in 
the 2016 U.S. Olympic Trials, including Omaha natives Alexandra Bilunas and Erin Oeltjen.

The state of Nebraska played host to the U.S. 
Olympic Swimming Trials at the CenturyLink 
Center in Omaha for the third consecutive 
time in 2016. The event, which has become 
a showcase event with sellout crowds of 
approximately 14,000 for each day of the trials, 
has given Nebraska a chance to showcase its 
love and support for swimming.	  
 In 2016, six University of Nebraska 
swimmers provided the Huskers with a strong 
presence at the U.S. Olympic Trials. Led by 
Omahans Alexandra Bilunas (50 free) and 
Erin Oeltjen (100 back, 200 back), the Husker 
contingent proudly competed in the water 

with the world’s best swimmers. 	  
 The native Nebraskans were joined by Husker 
teammates Taryn Collura (Phoenix, Ariz., 50 
free, 100 fly), Jordan Ehly (Albuquerque, N.M., 
200 breast), Morgan McCafferty (Reynoldsburg, 
Ohio, 100 back) and Katt Sickle (Grain Valley, 
Mo., 400 free) at the trials. The 2016 Husker 
participants tripled the number from the 2012 
trials (Bailey Pons, 400 free; Shannon Guy, 
100 fly), demonstrating the steady rise of the 
Nebraska program on the national level.	 
 The state of Nebraska, the Midwest and the 
entire swimming community took a monumental 
step on June 28, 2005, when USA Swimming 

announced Omaha as the host city for the 
2008 U.S. Olympic Swimming Trials. After 
the 2008 Trials proved to be a resounding 
success, as well as the subsequent 2012 Trials, 
officials from USA Swimming and the Omaha 
Sports Commission announced that return 
of the event to Omaha in 2016. 	  
 “It came down to the fact that the setup in Omaha 
for the athletes and coaches is just the best out 
of all the candidate cities,” said Mike Unger, USA 
Swimming assistant executive director. 	  
 The 2008 Trials drew a record 160,003 
fans over eight days and 15 sessions. The 
2016 Trials smashed those numbers, with 
all 15 sessions sold out and attendance 
exceeding 200,000 for the first time. In 2004, 
attendance was just over 100,000.	  
 The CenturyLink Center has served as a home 
away from home for Husker athletics the past 
several years. In 2015, the Nebraska volleyball 
team captured its fourth NCAA title and its 
second in Omaha. The 2006 Huskers claimed 
Nebraska’s third NCAA volleyball title in Omaha 
as well. The CenturyLink Center also played host 
to the 2012 NCAA Volleyball Championships. 
Nebraska also hosted the Big 12 Wrestling 
Championships at the CenturyLink Center and 
the men’s basketball team played there in a 
game against Oregon in 2007. 	  Morgan McCafferty competed in the 100-meter backstroke at the 2016 U.S. Olympic Trials in Omaha. 

The Reynoldsburg, Ohio, native was the youngest Husker swimmer to compete in the Trials.


